
 
 

Via Camerelle 2 80073 Capri (Na) +39 081 8374082  info@fondazionecapri.org    www.fondazionecapri.org 

 
 

A show in contemporary photography at Certosa di Capri 
Mimmo Jodice. Figure del mare (Mimmo Jodice. Figures From The Sea) 
A project by Roberta Valtorta  
Certosa di San Giacomo, Stanze del Priore, Capri 
Period: Period: 10 July – 12 September 2010 
 
Fondazione Capri will host this year the second edition of a show featuring the greatest 
photography artists. 
The exhibition of Mimmo Jodice. Figure del mare  is organized by the City of  Capri and 
promoted by the Fondazione Capri. 
 
 Mimmo Jodice (born in Naples in 1934) is one of the masters of Italian contemporary 
photography and his work is well-recognised at international level. His works on display 
range from his early experiments on codes, techniques and concepts to the inquiry on 
social themes in Naples and the south of Italy. His huge and intense production covers a 
lapse of more than four decades, all the way through a complex inquiry on the 
contemporary scenarios of cities around the world, exploring the themes of archaeology, 
ancient art and Mediterranean cultures and finally landing to the narration of the sea as 
a place absolu. 
This show, composed of more than forty works and organized in collaboration with the 
Municipality of Cinisello Balsamo, gathers the latest and deepest reflections of the artist 
and entwines two key themes: the idea of the sea as a vacuum, a no-scape place, 
silence and lingering time to be conceived as a reaction to the chaos of contemporary 
life and the persistence of the past into the present, through the representation of 
fragments of sculptured bodies and faces as left-overs from the classical age in the 
Mediterranean civilization, which the sea itself has been in charge of preserving, 
reshaping and finally returning to us. In Jodice’s vision, the Mediterranean, the womb 
and workshop of history and culture, is a lyrical and mental place which allowed his early 
restless research to develop into the coincidence of images and emotion. 
The name of the show, Mimmo Jodice. Figure del mare (Mimmo Jodice. Figures From The 
Sea), not only refers to the plasticity of ancient faces and bodies returning from the water 
but also to the sea itself as a source for the artist’s inner thought and vision. An artist who 
has never intended photography as a descriptive and documentary instrument, Jodice 
is the promoter of a memory-loaded image, rich in the many art forms, pointing to a 
metaphysical concept of visible reality. 
 

Mimmo Jodice  

Throughout the 1960s, the photographer turned to anthropological research: from feasts 
and religious rituals in the south folk culture to healthcare-related and mental issues, to 
school and imprisonment, to work conditions and social marginalization in the big suburbs 
around Naples. However, his social photography is not to be labelled as traditional 
reporting coverage. The intent of the artist is more focussed on the scenario, the masks 
and the gestures rather than the action and the events taking place. More than telling 
a story, Jodice’s work is aimed to organizing the visual field and studying the symbolic 
value of light and the space where his figures stand. 
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A careful observer of art experiments and the language of photography ranges of 
expression, Jodice has been a groundbreaking photographer since the 1960s as well as 
an untiring protagonist of the cultural debate which has led to the growth and then to 
the affirmation of Italian photography worldwide. 

Back in the 1970s photography turned into a key instrument for the artist’s social 
commitment: accusation and creativity have always been the landmarks of his work. 

In the 1980s the figures and stories of men left the stage with his photographs portraying 
abandoned cities as metaphysical containers and landscapes drifting into memory and 
dream. Around the 1990s the artist’s work turned to an elaborate research into the past’s 
footsteps to be found into the present and the remote roots of the Mediterranean 
culture. The present is conceived as layers of past things piling up on top of each other, 
with the landscape becoming a place of memory and the whole work taking on the 
meaning of a quest for origins. 

Jodice made his debut in Milan in 1970 with NUDI DENTRO CARTELLE ERMETICHE at ill 
Diaframma Gallery, with an introduction by Cesare Zavattini. In 1980 he published 
VEDUTE DI NAPOLI which marked a turning point in the artist’s language and provided a 
new expression in urban landscape and architecture. In 1981 he took part in the 
EXPRESSION OF HUMAN CONDITION, a show by Van Deren Coke at the San Francisco 
Museum of Art which featured Diana Arbus, Larry Clark, William Klein, Lisette Model. In 
1985 he started a long and elaborate research into the myth of the Mediterranean 
which resulted in MEDITERRANEO, a book published by Aperture (New York City) and a 
show at the Philadelphia Museum of Art, Philadelphia. He has been active part to the 
international artscape with a number of shows and publications and has been working 
side by side with cultural institutions and universities for stages and masters. In 2001 the 
Galleria d’Arte Moderna e Contemporanea of Turin dedicated a big retrospective show 
to Jodice, whose catalogue was by Piergiovanni Castagnoli. In 2003 the Accademia dei 
Lincei awarded him with the prestigious ‘Antonio Feltrinelli’ prize – the first ever 
photography artist to get it. In the same year his name became an entry into the 
Treccani Encyclopaedia. In 2006 the Università degli Studi Federico II of Naples granted 
him a Honoris Causa Degree in Architecture. 

 

Some of Jodice’s personal exhibitions have been hosted in the following museums: the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art, 1995; the Dusseldorf Kunstmuseum, 1996; the Maison 
Européenne de la Photographie, Paris 1998 and 2010; Palazzo Ducale of Mantua, 1998; 
the Museo di Capodimonte, Naples 1998; The Cleveland Museum of Art, Cleveland 
1999; the Galleria Nazionale di Arte Moderna, Rome 2000; Castello di Rivoli, Turin 2000; 
Galleria d'Arte Moderna, Turin 2000; MassArt, Boston 2001; Wakayama, Museum of 
Modern Art, Japan 2004, the Museum of Photography, Moscow 2004; MASP - Museu de 
Arte de São Paulo 2004; MART - Museo di Arte Moderna e Contemporanea di Trento e 
Rovereto  2004; the Galleria d’Arte Moderna, Bologna 2006; Palazzo delle Esposizioni, 
Rome 2010. 

 

Roberta Valtorta (Milan, 1952), a historian and critic of photography, is the scientific 
director in chief for the Museo di Fotografia Contemporanea of Cinisello Balsamo-Milan. 
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She turned to photography in 1976. Since 1984, she has been teaching History and Theory 
of Photography at the CFP Riccardo Bauer of Milan-ex Umanitaria and has been holding 
lectures in Udine, Rome and Milan. Her studies imply an artistic research into 
photography, a key to contemporary landscape as cultural heritage. She has been the 
curator of many art shows and has published a bunch of theoretical and historical essays, 
the latest of which feature: 1987-1997 Archivio dello spazio (with A. Sacconi),  1997; 
Pagine di fotografia italiana, 1900-1998, 1998; La catalogazione della fotografia/La 
documentazione fotografica dei beni culturali (with G. Guerci and E. Minervini), 2003; 
E’ contemporanea la fotografia?, 2004; Racconti dal paesaggio. 1984-2004 A vent’anni 
da Viaggio in Italia, 2004; Volti della fotografia. Scrit t i sulle trasformazioni di un’arte 
contemporanea, 2005; Alterazioni. Le materie della fotografia tra analogico e digitale, 
2006; Il pensiero dei fotografi. Un percorso nella storia della fotografia dalle origini a 
oggi, 2008; Fotografia e committenza pubblica. Esperienze storiche e contemporanee, 
Lupetti, Milan 2009 
 

  
 
The exhibition of Mimmo Jodice, Figure del mare, is organized by the Fondazione Capri in 
collaboration with Museo Fotografia Contemporanea, Ministero per i Beni e le Attività 
Culturali, Città di Capri, Comune di Anacapri. With the support of: 
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